A LITTERED
CROSSWORD

Across:

Down:

2. A special basket you can fit into drains that are then
emptied when full of litter.

1. In the city of Toronto, where can you check when you
don't know where to throw something away?

5. Approximately how many plastic water bottles are sold
around the world every minute?

3. What special mechanism sometimes makes the ocean
glow at night?

6. What animal do we commonly find in our trash cans?

4. What natural resource is commonly used to make
plastic?

7. Out of the 7 species of sea turtles, which is the biggest?
9. What kind of plastic do we want to avoid using to help
reduce litter in our environment?
11. A biological community of interacting organisms and
their physical environment.

6. What type of items can we use to help reduce single-use
plastic waste?
8. What is the most common type of litter found in the
environment globally?

13. Over time, plastics _________ ____ into smaller pieces.

10. A floating trash bin that sits in marinas and other
waterfront locations to capture floating trash.

.

12. What marine animal commonly eats plastic bags?

A Littered Crossword Help Sheet
Use this help sheet to solve the Littered crossword puzzle as you
learn cool facts about plastic pollution and marine animals!
FACT #1
Did you know that there are ONE MILLION plastic bottles sold around the
world every minute? Do you use a plastic water bottle? We’re really lucky to
live in Canada where most of our tap water is safe to drink. So grab your
reusable water bottle and let's help lower that number!

FACT #2
With one million water bottles being sold around the world every minute, you
would think they are the single-most littered item worldwide… but they’re
not! CIGARETTE BUTTS are! Most people don’t consider them to be litter, but
they have plastic filters in them that contain thousands of chemicals that can
hurt different organisms. They must be disposed of properly and not just
thrown on the ground.

FACT #3
When litter like cigarette butts, food wrappers, plastic bags, plastic bottles
and straws are thrown on the side of the road, or on the grass, they can be
washed away by rainwater, and end up in our rivers, lakes and oceans. One
solution that has been invented to help with this are SEABINS, which are a
type of floating trash bin. Two Australian surfers created this idea where you
can put a bin in water that sucks in any litter floating nearby, helping keep the
marinas and ports clean. Another solution to avoid litter getting into our
waterways are LITTATRAPS, invented in New Zealand. These are special
baskets that fit into drains on the sides of roads, and collect any trash that
ends up in the drains. When they are full someone comes to empty them out!

FACT #4
To avoid littering our environment, there are a few things we can do! The first
is trying to avoid using SINGLE-USE plastics: things like plastic straws, plastic
bags, plastic cutlery we get from take-out dinners and of course, plastic water
bottles. Instead we can use REUSABLE items! These include a reusable water
bottles, bringing our own cloth grocery bags to the store, and reusable cutlery
for lunches. Check out our 4-week challenge for more ideas!

FACT #5
Did you know there are 7 species of sea turtles? The biggest one is the
LEATHERBACK turtle. The Leatherback turtle can weigh up to 900kg and they
are the only marine turtle that doesn't have a hard shell or scales! Did you
know that the Leatherback can be found in Canadian waters? We have both an
Atlantic population and a Pacific population!

FACT #6
Plastics have ended up in places we never expected, and currently scientists
are looking into how they affect our ECOSYSTEMS. Ecosystems are a
biological community of interacting organisms and their physical
environment. An example of how plastics impact our ecosystem is when
animals eat the plastic, like sea turtles eating plastic bags. Another example
is when a large piece of plastic is floating on the surface of the water and
over time it starts to BREAK UP into smaller and smaller pieces from things
like the sun, wind and waves. These small pieces can end up in the stomachs
of lots of different types of marine animals.

FACT #7
A natural resource commonly used to make plastics is a type of fossil fuel,
OIL. This is an unsustainable source, meaning that it won’t last forever. We
extract the oil by drilling from the ground, and pumping it out. The oil then
goes through a series of chemical processes to be transformed into small
pieces of plastics which are used to make any sort of plastic item needed.

FACT #8
In Toronto, we have a really cute masked animal that often rummages
through our garbage to get their dinner – the RACCOON! It's important
especially in a city like Toronto to make sure your garbage bins are securely
closed so no raccoon can sneak in and make a mess on your front yard, but
also for their safety, so they don’t eat any litter that’s attached to the food
they want. If you are a resident of Toronto and are unsure of where
different waste items should go, you can go to the WASTE WIZARD! You
simply type in the item you want to throw away and it will tell you the
correct bin to put it in to help keep our city clean.
Have a look at the website to test it out!

FACT #9
Lastly, a really cool fact about the ocean is sometimes it glows! It's because of
a mechanism called BIOLUMINESCENCE. There are special algae in the ocean
that can produce light just like fireflies. Sometimes deep sea fish can also
have bioluminescence to help them see through the really dark depths of the
ocean!

A Littered Crossword Answer Sheet

Across:
2. Littatraps
5.One million
6. Raccoons
7. Leatherback
9. Single-use
11. Ecosystem
13. Break up

Great job!

Down:
1. Waste Wizard
3. Bioluminescence
4. Oil
6. Reusable
8. Cigarette butts
10. Seabins
12. Sea turtles

