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Microplastics: These are small pieces of plastic that are less than 5mm in size! That's as
large as your pinky nail or as small as the width of a strand of hair!
Fragments: These are types of microplastics, they occur when a big piece of plastic like the
cap to your orange juice bottle breaks up in the environment into smaller pieces. These
fragments look like little shards of plastic.

Upcycle: This is when you take an item that you would normally throw away in the bin and
transform it into something useful. Like turning a plastic water bottle into a planter! You can
find more examples of upcycling on the Activities and Crafts section of our website.
Raw material: This is the basic product that a material is made from. For example, the raw
material used to make plastics are fossil fuels, like oil, which is dug out of the ground by
drilling deep underground.
Tire dust: This comes from the tires on cars and trucks when they drive on the road. The
friction between the tire and the road can cause tiny pieces of tire to come off onto the road.
When it rains these tiny pieces will be washed away into a river or down our stormwater
drains which eventually end up in our lakes and oceans. This can be harmful for animals
because tire dust contains chemicals that can be toxic.

Plastic Pellets: They are also known as nurdles. These are an example of primary
microplastics, which means they were produced that size on purpose. These plastic pellets
are then transformed into new plastic products. These tiny pellets can be a big problem in
our ecosystems, as they can be eaten by animals who mistake them for food.
Microbeads: Similar to plastic pellets, these are also made small on purpose and are
another example of primary microplastics. You can often find them in your toothpaste, or in
face washes. Because of their harm to aquatic ecosystems and wildlife, Canada banned
adding microbeads to personal care products in July 2018.
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