
Hosted by the U of T Trash Team, in collaboration with PortsToronto and  

Ocean Conservancy. With support from Environment and Climate Change Canada. 

 

TRAPPING TRASH AND DIVERTING IT FROM 

OUR WATERWAYS 
  

 WORKSHOP SPEAKERS

Professor Chelsea Rochman - University of Toronto and U of T Trash Team
Head of Operations and the Program Lead of Scientific Programming and Application

Chelsea Rochman is the Head of Operations and Program Lead of Scientific Programming and
Application for the U of T Trash Team. She is also an Assistant Professor in Ecology at the 
University of Toronto, and a Scientific Advisor to Ocean Conservancy. Chelsea has been
researching the sources, sinks and ecological implications of plastic debris for more than a
decade. In addition to research, she works to translate science beyond academia. For example,
she presented her work to the United Nations General Assembly and at the US State
Department. Moreover, she has served as an expert witness for both the Canadian and United
States government.

Chris Sawicki - PortsToronto
Vice President of Infrastructure, Planning & Environment 

Chris Sawicki joined PortsToronto in 2017 and has nearly 30 years’ experience in both the
construction and engineering industry. Mr. Sawicki recently served as Director of Engineering
and Capital Infrastructure at Toronto – Pearson International Airport and has extensive
experience delivering projects, large and small, through a variety of procurement models. Mr.
Sawicki holds an Honours Bachelor Degree of Applied Science in Civil Engineering from the
University of Waterloo and is a registered professional engineer in Ontario.

Day 1 Wednesday, March 24 

An Introduction to the Problem and to a Solution 

Allison Schutes - Ocean Conservancy
Director, International Coastal Cleanup

As the Director of the International Coastal Cleanup, Allison Schutes oversees Ocean
Conservancy’s cleanup and education initiatives. Allison and her team engage non-profit,
corporate, and government partners in the issue of ocean plastics and catalyze over a million
volunteers to document and remove over 20 million pounds of trash from global beaches and
waterways annually. Allison received a Bachelor’s Degree from Rollins College and a Master’s
Degree from the University of Florida.
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Michael Hannah - Enviropod International
Technical Director

Mike believes in preserving our oceans and waterways for future generations. Through the use
of technology and public engagement, he is raising awareness of the sources of plastic pollution
in our oceans, lakes, and rivers. Enviropod's solutions offer a simple and affordable way for
business and industry to control their plastic footprint. This in turn drives behavioural change
and accountability. We are all part of the problem; we all need to be part solutions. Let’s turn
the tide on plastic to create plastic free waterways.

Gautier Peers - Water Products & Solutions
Business Development Manager, Americas & Caribbean

Born and raised in Dunkirk, a city in Northern France bordering the North Sea, Peers helped
several European companies grow their export business, starting his career in the UK before
moving to India, and eventually in the US in 2014. Peers brings his experience in international
business development and his love for the oceans to launch in the Americas & Caribbean Water
Products & Solutions’ range of technologies against water and coastal pollution such as Seabin
and BeBot.

Molly Morse - Benioff Ocean Initiative
Project Scientist

Molly Morse is a Project Scientist with the Benioff Ocean Initiative based at the University of
California, Santa Barbara. For the past two years she has led the Clean Currents Coalition, a global
network of innovators developing solutions to address the flow of plastic waste from rivers to the
ocean. She has a MSc in marine science and technology from the University of Massachusetts
Dartmouth, and a BA in biology from Dartmouth College.

John Kellett - Clearwater Mills
President and Founder

John Kellett is President and Founder of Clearwater Mills, LLC and the inventor of the
Waterwheel Powered Trash Interceptor. Mr. Kellett is a graduate of Oberlin College. He served
as Executive Director of The Baltimore Maritime Museum and the Friends of Fort McHenry
National Monument. He also directed the Save Our Skipjacks program, restoring the historic
sailing workboats of the Chesapeake Bay. His projects have been featured in Popular Science,
Discovery Channel, CNN, National Geographic, NBC, NPR and many others. Awards he has
received include; Top Honors for Excellence in Waterfront Design from the Waterfront Center,
Innovator of the Year from the Daily Record and Best use of Technology from Ford Motor
Company.
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Neil Menezes - EcoCompass
President

Neil Menezes is the President of EcoCompass Inc and has over 10 years of experience working
in the environmental and sustainability field. He has worked with a wide-range of stakeholders
including municipalities, brand owners, associations, and government agencies across North
America, South America and Europe. Currently, he is leading the roll-out of Operation Clean
Sweep for the Chemistry Industry Association of Canada to achieve zero-plastic resin loss into
the environment.

Mark Fisher - Council of the Great Lakes Region
President and CEO

Mark Fisher became the President and CEO of the Council of the Great Lakes Region (CGLR) in
2014. Prior to joining CGLR, he served as a foreign policy advisor in the Privy Council Office,
which supports the Prime Minister of Canada and the federal Cabinet, where he focused
on advancing Canada’s interests in North America and the Asia-Pacific region. Mark has
extensive experience advising senior decision-makers on a range of socioeconomic and
environmental issues facing government, business, and the non-profit sector. In addition to
CGLR, he is an elected school board trustee with the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board, is a
member of the International Joint Commission’s Great Lakes Water Quality Board, and is a
director on the board of Easter Seals Ontario. Mark is also a recipient of the Royal Canadian
Legion Cadet Medal of Excellence.

Michael David - PortsToronto
Project Manager

Michael David is a Project Manager at PortsToronto, overseeing capital infrastructure and
sustainability projects including the award-winning Seabin Program. With 15 years’ experience
designing and delivering projects in both Canada and internationally, Mr. David brings his
passion for sustainability and green operations to the forefront of PortsToronto’s strategic
planning as the Chair of the organization’s employee-led Sustainability Committee. Mr. David
holds a Bachelor Degree of Applied Technology in Architecture with Honours.
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Cassandra Sherlock (She/Her) - U of T Trash Team
Community Outreach and Research Specialist

Cassandra is the Community Outreach and Research Specialist at the U of T Trash Team and
focuses on our solutions-based research programs, specifically Fighting Floatables in the
Toronto Harbour and the Great Lakes Plastic Cleanup. She received her Honours BSc from the
University of Toronto in Spring 2020, specializing in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology. During
undergraduate, she was a Research Assistant in the Rochman Lab, assisting with projects and
leading her own honours thesis project investigating microplastics in tree swallow nestlings. 

Kathy Lammers - Trent Port Marina
Manager of Marina & Waterfront Properties

Since January 2018 Kathy Lammers has been Manager of Trent Port Marina, a 374-slip world-
class municipal marina in the City of Quinte West on the Bay of Quinte. Prior to that Kathy lived
in Antigua, West Indies for 25 years where she was actively involved in the yachting industry and
proactive in introducing and implementing environmentally responsible policies and practices. 
 Kathy continues to be proactive with environmental policies in her role at Trent Port Marina.

Day 2 Thursday, March 25

Recipe for a Successful Program

Rafaela Gutierrez - U of T Trash Team
Program Lead, Social Science and Educational Programs

Rafaela Gutierrez is the Program Lead of Social Science and Educational Programs at the U of T
Trash Team. She oversees the creation and delivery of the waste literacy school programs and
is involved with solutions-based research. Over the past decade, Dr. Gutierrez has been studied
local development programs for low-income communities in Brazil to improve the socio-
productive integration of waste pickers into formal recycling streams. Rafaela holds a Ph.D. in
Science and Technology Policy from Institute of Geoscience, UNICAMP, Brazil.

Andrew Belej - Trent Port Marina
Assistant Manager 

Andrew has been the Assistant Manager at Trent Port Marina since November 2018 and
became certified as an IMM from the Association of Marina Industries in December 2019; prior
to which he completed the Sports Administration program at Durham College. Throughout his
early career he has been proactive in the operations and oversight of environmental projects,
products, and incident response.
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Susan Debreceni - U of T Trash Team
Program Lead, Volunteer Engagement and Community Programs

Susan is Program Lead of Volunteer Engagement and Community Programs at the U of T Trash
Team. She received her BSc in Zoology with a minor in Psychology from the University of
Guelph and a certificate of Ecosystem Management Technology through Fleming College. She
also received a certificate in the Fundamentals of Volunteer Management through Humber
College. She is passionate about connecting individuals with meaningful opportunities and
spent over a decade supporting a national network of community volunteers through the Great
Canadian Shoreline Cleanup.

Jessica Pellerin - PortsToronto
Media Relations and Public Affairs Specialist

Jessica Pellerin is a Media Relations and Public Affairs Specialist at PortsToronto and an active
member of the organization’s Sustainability Committee. With nearly a decade of experience as a
bilingual communications professional and social media strategist in the public and private
sectors, Ms. Pellerin has worked on many of PortsToronto’s award-winning campaigns, including
the Seabin Program.

Robyn Stegman - Ocean Conservancy
Senior Manager of Digital Campaigns

Robyn Stegman is the Senior Manager of Digital Campaigns for the Ocean Conservancy where
she works to inspire wonder and action for the ocean. She has spent over ten years developing
digital media strategies that spark change for mission driven organizations. She is best known
as the former voice of Mr. Trash Wheel and turning the ocean cleaning machine into a global
sensation.

Sarah Kollar - Ocean Conservancy
Outreach Manager

Sarah Kollar serves as the Outreach Manager for the International Coastal Cleanup under Ocean
Conservancy’s Trash Free Seas Program®. She enjoys working with a fantastic network of beach
and waterway cleanup organizers worldwide, along with passionate educators and individuals
who take action on the issue in their own communities. She manages the creation and
distribution of education and outreach materials for action-based solutions and maintains
Ocean Conservancy’s online ocean trash database. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Biology and
Environmental Studies from Eckerd College and has been with Ocean Conservancy for seven
years. She’s had the pleasure of representing the Trash Free Seas Program® at a number of
local, state and national marine debris meetings and conferences.


